
255Cf

In 1981, Lougheed et al. reported the observation of 255Cf in “Two new isotopes
with N = 157: 256Es and 255Cf” (1981Lo15). A 254Cf sample from the Hutch un-
derground nuclear explosion was irradiated with neutrons in the General Electric Val-
lecitos Test Reactor. Alpha-particle spectra were measured following chemical sepa-
ration. “For 255Cf, we determined a half-life of 85±18 (2σ ) min from the weighted
average of the two experiments.”
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