
247Bk

In 1965, Milsted et al. reported the discovery of 247Bk in the paper “The alpha
half-life of berkelium-247; A new long-lived isomer of berkelium-248” (1965Mi08).
A curium target was bombarded with α particles from the Argonne 150 cm cyclotron.
The α-decay half-life of 247Bk was measured by a mass-spectrometric isotopic dilution
method. “The 247/249 mass ratio, taken in conjunction with the activity ratio, gives an
alpha half-life of 1380±250 y for Bk247, if the β− half-life of Bk240 is taken 310 d.”
The observation of 247Bk had previously been reported in a Ph. D. thesis (1956Ch77).
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