
210Pb

Radioactive lead (210Pb) was discovered in 1900 by Hofmann and Strauss at the
Chemischen Laboratorium der königlichen Academie der Wissenschaften zu München
and the results were published in the paper “Radioactives Blei und radioactive seltene
Erden” (1900Ho01). Lead was chemically separated from various sources containing
uranium. “Wir fanden in verschiedenen Mineralien radioactives Blei und radioactive
seltene Erden, die auch nach völliger Trennung von Wismuth, resp. Thor und Uran ihre
Wirksamkeit beibehielten... alle qualitativen und quantitativen Versuche ergaben, dass
unsere activen Präparate nur Blei enthielten.” [In various minerals we found radioactive
lead and radioactive rare earth elements, which remained active even after complete
separation from bismuth, thorium and uranium... every qualitative and quantitative
experiment showed that the samples only contained lead.] Later it was recognized that
this “radiolead” was the same as RaD (210Pb) (1904Ru05, 1905Ru01, 1905Ru04).

Adapted from reference (2013Fr04)

1900Ho01 K. A. Hofmann and E. Strauss, Ber. Dtsch. Chem. Ges. 33, 3126 (1900).
1904Ru05 E. Rutherford, Phil. Mag. 8, 636 (1904).
1905Ru01 E. Rutherford, Nature 71, 341 (1905).
1905Ru04 E. Rutherford, Phil. Mag. 10, 290 (1905).
2013Fr04 C. Fry and M. Thoennessen, At. Data Nucl. Data Tables 99, 365 (2013).

Please cite this abstract as: “FRIB Nuclear Data Group, Discovery of Nuclides Project,
Isotope Database, doi:10.11578/frib/2279152”

1

https://www.nndc.bnl.gov/nsr/nsrlink.jsp?1900HO01,B
https://www.nndc.bnl.gov/nsr/nsrlink.jsp?1904RU05,B
https://www.nndc.bnl.gov/nsr/nsrlink.jsp?1905RU01,B
https://www.nndc.bnl.gov/nsr/nsrlink.jsp?1905RU04,B
https://www.nndc.bnl.gov/nsr/nsrlink.jsp?2013FR04,B
https://www.nndc.bnl.gov/nsr/nsrlink.jsp?1900Ho01,B
https://www.nndc.bnl.gov/nsr/nsrlink.jsp?1904Ru05,B
https://www.nndc.bnl.gov/nsr/nsrlink.jsp?1905Ru01,B
https://www.nndc.bnl.gov/nsr/nsrlink.jsp?1905Ru04,B
https://www.nndc.bnl.gov/nsr/nsrlink.jsp?2013Fr04,B
https://doi.org/10.11578/frib/2279152

