
174Hg

Uusitalo et al. published the discovery of 174Hg in “Alpha decay of the new iso-
tope 174Hg” (1997Uu01) in 1997. 174Hg was produced in the fusion-evaporation re-
action 144Sm(36Ar,6n) with beam energy between 180 and 230 MeV at the University
of Jyväskylä in Finland. The isotopes were separated by the gas-filled recoil separator
RITU, and implanted into a position sensitive silicon strip detector. “The measured
decay properties of the daughter activity are compatible with those of 170Pt for which
T1/2 = 6+5

−2 ms and Eα = 6545±8 keV were reported. The mother activity can then be
assigned to the new mercury isotope 174Hg.”
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