185Re

Aston reported the discovery of !8Re in the 1931 article: “Constitution of rhe-
nium” (1931As02). !85Re was observed by chemical volatilization of a sample of
rhenium in the Cavendish mass spectrometer. “Rhenium consists of two isotopes, 185,
187, as was expected from the general rule that complex elements of odd atomic num-
ber (above 9) consist of two odd mass numbers two units apart, but it is the first element
analysed in which the heavier isotope is the more abundant.”
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