
180Re

In 1955, Kistiakowsky announced the discovery of 180Re in the paper “Metastable
states of Re180, Ir191, Au192, Pb201, and Pb203” (1955Fi30). The Berkeley linear accel-
erator was used to bombard metallic tungsten targets with 31.5 MeV protons. Decay
curves and γ-ray spectra were measured with a gas counter and a scintillation counter.
“[The figure] shows the excitation function obtained for the 145-second activity pro-
duced in wolfram. The order of magnitude of the maximum value and the shape of
the curve assign the activity to the product of a (p,3n) reaction alone. Thus it must be
Re180 from W182(p,3n)Re180.”
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