173W

In 1963, Santoni et al. reported the discovery of !”*W in “Spectres ¥ et Periodes
de Quatre Isotopes de A Impair du Tungstene et Du Tantale” (1963Sal4). Tantalum
oxide was bombarded with protons between 40 and 155 MeV from the Orsay syn-
chrocyclotron. The isotopes were separated using a magnetic separator and their y-ray
spectra were measured. “Des cristaux Nal(Tl) 7.5x7.5 cm et 2.5x2.5 cm reliés a un
analyseur a 256 canaux ont permis de déterminer les périodes et d’identifier les spec-
tres ¥ des isotopes 173, 175, 177 et 179 du tungstene et du tantale.” [7.5x7.5 cm and
2.5x2.5 cm Nal(TI) crystals with a 256 channel analyzer were used to identify the y
spectra of tungsten and tantalum isotopes 173, 175, 177, and 179.] Although the ex-
tracted half-life of 16(5) m is about a factor of two larger than of the correct value of
7.6(2) min (1995Sh21), the measured half-life of the daughter '73Ta was correct.
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