173Er

Pursiheimo et al. observed !7*Er in 1972 and reported their results in “The decay of
1.4 Min '3Er” (1972Pu02). '7Yb,03 and Yb,O, targets were irradiated with 14—15
MeV neutrons from the Helsinki SAMES T 400 neutron generator and '"3Er was pro-
duced in (n,) reactions. Gamma- and beta-ray spectra were measured with Ge(Li),
Nal(TIl) and plastic scintillation detectors. “A 1.44-0.1 min activity which is assigned
to the B~ -decay of \PEr has been produced with 14-15 MeV neutrons through the
reaction 70Yb(n,a)!3Er” A previously reported half-life of 12.0(3) min (1968Ih01)
was incorrect.
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