
167Ho

In 1955, Handley et al. described the discovery of 167Ho in the paper “Holmium-
167” (1955Ha45). Er2O3 targets were bombarded with 22.4 MeV protons from the
Oak Ridge 86-in. cyclotron. Decay curves, absorption spectra, and γ-ray spectra were
measured with an end-window GM tube following chemical separation. “From the dif-
ferences in isotopic abundance it was calculated that the 3-hour activity was produced
from Er167, which would again assign to it a mass of 167. Thus, with the chemistry
identifying it as holmium, it is given an assignment of Ho167.”
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