
13C

13C was first observed in 1929 by King from the Mount Wilson Observatory of
the Carnegie Institute of Washington and Birge from the Physical Laboratory of the
University of California in “An Isotope of Carbon, Mass 13” (1929Ki01). The isotope
was identified in the Swan spectrum of carbon in a vacuum electric furnace. “Although
with the present available data the fact may have no significance, it is interesting to note
that this small discrepancy may be canceled by assuming 12.0000 and 13.0026 for the
two masses... The present evidence seems however fully sufficient to establish the
existence of an isotope of carbon, of mass 13.” It should be noted that the same article
was simultaneously submitted to Nature, where it appeared 12 days later (1929Ki02).
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