
117In

The discovery of 117In was described in 1937 by Cork and Thornton in the article
“The Disintegration of Cadmium with Deuterons” (1937Co01). A 6.3 MeV deuteron
beam bombarded metallic cadmium at the University of Michigan. Indium was suc-
cessively abstracted from chemically separated cadmium and decay curves measured.
“The long-period cadmium activity gives rise to a radioactive indium of half-life 2.3
hr.” This half-life was assigned to 117In in a table and corresponds to an isomer. The
ground state half-life of 1.1 h was measured 18 years later by McGinnis (1955Mc17).
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