
72Se

Hopkins and Cunningham first observed 72Se in 1948, in the paper “Nuclear Reac-
tions of Arsenic with 190-Mev Deuterons” (1948Ho04). 190 MeV deuterons from the
Berkeley 184-inch cyclotron bombarded a pure 75As target and 72Se was identified by
measuring the activity with argon-filled Geiger-Müller counting tubes following chem-
ical separation. “Several new radioactivities have been observed. Mass assignments
have been made by demonstration of the following decay chains. Se72 → As72 →
Ge72.”
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