
66Ni

The discovery of 66Ni was reported by Goeckermann and Perlman in the 1948 pub-
lication “Characteristics of Bismuth Fission with High Energy Particles” (1948Go29).
200 MeV deuterons from the 184-in Berkeley cyclotron were used to produce frag-
ments from the fission of bismuth. “The following is a list of bismuth fission products
which were identified in the present studies (references are given for isotopes which
only recently appeared in the literature or which have been hitherto unreported): Ca45,
Fe59, Ni66, Cu67...” The half-life of 66Ni was given in a footnote: “A 56-hr. β−-emitter
which proved to be the parent of 5-min Cu66.”
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