
59Ni

Brosi et al. identified 59Ni in 1951 as reported in the paper “Characteristics of Ni59

and Ni63” (1951Br05). Enriched 58Ni targets were irradiated at the Oak Ridge reactor
and activities were measured with Geiger-Müller counters following chemical separa-
tion. “The data used in the calculation are given in [the table] along with estimated
probable errors. These data give 7.5±1.3×104 yrs for the K electron capture half-life
of Ni59.” Less than three months earlier, Wilson had estimated the half-life of 59Ni to
be between 1.8×105 y and 8×105 y (1950Wi58). Six months after the submission of
Brosi et al., Wilson confirmed Brosi’s results (1951Wi14). Earlier reports of 59Ni were
based on unpublished work (1948Se40).
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