59C0

In 1923, Aston reported the discovery of the only stable cobalt isotope, *°Co at the
Cavendish Laboratory in Cambridge, UK, in “Further Determinations of the Consti-
tution of the Elements by the Method of Accelerated Anode Rays” (1923As03). No
details regarding the mass spectroscopic observation of cobalt is given. “Cobalt also ap-
pears to be a simple element of mass number 59, as was to be expected from its atomic
weight, which has been determined with great care by a number of observers.” As
mentioned above, °’Co had erroneously also been reported as being stable (1936Sa02)
and only in 1941 was cobalt established to be a mono-isotopic element (1941Mi09).
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