
51Sc

Erskine et al. reported the first measurement of 51Sc in the 1966 paper “Energy
Levels in Sc49 from Ca48(He3,d)Sc49 and Other Reactions Proceeding from Ca48”
(1966Er02). Alpha-particles from the Argonne tandem Van de Graaff accelerator bom-
barded evaporated 48Ca targets on a carbon backing. Ground-state Q-values and ex-
cited states were measured using the Argonne broad-range magnetic spectrograph.
“The isotope Sc51 is observed here for the first time in the study of the Ca48(α ,p)Sc51

reaction. A ground-state Q-value of −5.860±0.020 MeV was measured”. The first
decay measurement of 51Sc was submitted only five months later (1966Bi09).
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