
41K

The discovery of stable 41K was reported by Aston in his 1921 paper “The consti-
tution of the alkali metals” (1921As03). The positive anode ray method was used to
identify 41K with the Cavendish mass spectrograph. “Potassium (atomic weight 39.l0)
gives a strong line at 39 and a very weak companion at 41. These are integers within
about a quarter of a unit compared with sodium 23. The relative intensities of the lines
are not inconsistent with the accepted atomic weight. Potassium therefore probably
consists of two isotopes 39 and 4l.”
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