
255Fm

In the 1954 paper “Nuclear properties of some isotopes of californium, elements 99
and 100” Choppin et al. from Berkleley identified 255Fm (1954Ch23). Plutonium was
irradiated with neutrons in the Materials Testing Reactor and α-decay spectra were
measured following chemical separation. “Two alpha activities assigned to element
100 have been observed. The more abundant, probably due to 100254, decays with
a half-life of 3.2 hours by emission of 7.22±0.03-Mev alpha-particles, as previously
reported. The other, probably due to 100255, decays with a half-life of about 15 hours
by emission of 7.1-Mev alpha particles.”
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